
 

PROFILE  
My philosophical approach to education centers around transformative learning: 
created through deep knowledge of a topic, enhanced and expressed through 
multiple ways of knowing, and anchored in a culture of acceptance that is responsive 
to different abilities and backgrounds. Transformation occurs through guided 
reflection and utilizes mindfulness practices in an inclusive setting. Throughout an 
extensive teaching career, my focus has been to create unique curricula that is based 
in research and engages the learner in the world around them. I believe strongly in 
the importance of creating meaningful learning through the use of the arts, place-
based learning, service-learning, and global studies. 

EXPERIENCE 
TEACHER, THE PRAIRIE SCHOOL  RACINE, WISCONSIN. 2005-PRESENT 
For over a decade, I have been teaching at The Prairie School in an inclusive 
classroom. In addition to my classroom responsibilities, I initiated and continue to co-
lead a number of formative inter-divisional programs.  Most significantly, I created the 
school-wide leadership program called C.L.A.S.S. (Character, Leadership, 
Accountability, Sustainability, Service). This program brings students together to form 
multi-age cohorts in year-long service learning projects. The school now also 
participates in Battle of the Books, a city-wide reading competition for fourth and fifth 
graders. I created a writing club, Story Chasers, for students fourth through eighth 
grade to not only provide a place for children who love to write, but to help bridge 
the socio-academic gap from Primary to Middle School.  

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION, ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE  
RACINE, WISCONSIN. 1996-1998 
I designed and supervised curriculum and programming to meet the needs of a 
parish serving over 500 families. I created innovative family-based experiences to 
teach children and their parents Catholic doctrine and culture. More than just the 
annual Nativity tableau, I wrote a children’s play, started an annual summer Vacation 
Bible School program,  and created a Family Support program for new parents. I also 
established a dressing of the alter tradition for Holy Week, an annual blessing of the 
infants, liturgical dance experiences, and educational experiences for adults. 
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TEACHER, DOMINICAN HIGH SCHOOL  WHITEFISH BAY, WISCONSIN.
1990-1995 
I taught high school theology including Christian and Hebrew scripture, Catholic 
Church History, Social Justice, and Christian Living. I brought innovative experiences 
to these classes, where students created portfolios of their learning based on year-
long themes. Whether we were studying The Preferential Option for the Poor and 
cooking and serving meals at the homeless shelter, or partnering with a synagogue to 
understand our Judaic background, my approach was to connect, enliven, and enrich 
student experience. 

Serving as Campus Minister, I was responsible for designing programming to meet 
the spiritual needs of students and the community. This included directing monthly 
masses for the school, counseling students, and coordinating social justice and 
service activities. 

U.S. PEACE CORPS, CHANGWITHIA SECONDARY  KITUI, KENYA.
1987-1989 
While teaching English at Changwithia Boys Secondary School at Kalawa, Kitui, Kenya. 
I also wrote and received grants to construct schools, establish a substantial library for 
Changwithia Secondary, and create a teacher training funding program. I assisted in 
the creation of a Montessori school in Kitui District, Kenya and partnered with UNICEF 
in writing research for grant applications for their Child Survival and Development 
program. This nine district-wide intervention program focused on bringing potable 
water to remote communities, closing the disease vector with sustainable sanitation. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
CARDINAL STRITCH UNIVERSITY  MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN — Ed. D. LEADERSHIP 
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT FOR LEARNING AND SERVICE, projected 2020 

CARDINAL STRITCH UNIVERSITY MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN — MA-TEACHING, 2015 

GEORGE WILLIAMS COLLEGE  WILLIAMS BAY, WISCONSIN — INTERACTIV 
CONFERENCE 2012 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS LAWRENCEVILLE, NEW 
JERSEY — SUSTAINABILITY WORKSHOP, 2007

BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION NAIROBI, KENYA — ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE CERTIFICATION, 1987 

U.S. PEACE CORPS KITUI, KENYA— OMNIBUS TRAINING: CULTURAL IMMERSION, 
KISWAHILI LANGUAGE CERTIFICATION , 1987 



MOUNT MARY UNIVERSITY MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN — BA-RELIGIOUS STUDIES, 
1987 

SKILLS AND LEADERSHIP 
Service and Social Justice Learning:  

• NNSP Liaison (National Network of Schools in Partnership) The National 
Network of Schools in Partnership is a membership of schools who believe in 
building public/private collaborative partnerships for public, charter and private 
schools. Liaison 2016-present. 

• C.L.A.S.S. Founder (Character Leadership Accountability Sustainability 
Service) The mission of C.L.A.S.S. is to bring together students of all ages to 
recognize an injustice in their world, learn about affected communities, create 
relationships with them, and serve them with action and awareness-building. 
Not only does C.L.A.S.S. provide leadership for others, but it also promotes 
personal growth in its members and sustains its work by teaching others how to 
lead themselves. Program founder and director 2009-present. 

• SEED Member (Seeking Educational Equity and Diversity) The National 
SEED project is a peer-led professional development program that works to 
develop changes both on a personal and societal level. Members are trained to 
facilitate ongoing work to connect our lives to others by acknowledging 
systems of oppression, power, and privilege. Member 2010-present. 

Sustainability in Education:  

• Sustainability Education Faculty Retreat Coordinator I coordinated speakers 
and training events for the faculty of The Prairie School to educate and provide 
resources to foster a common understanding of Sustainability for Education.  
August 2010 The DeKoven Center, Racine Wisconsin. 

• National Association of Independent Schools Annual Conference 
“Advancing Our Public Purpose” Presenter “C.L.A.S.S.: A 12x16 Approach to 
Redefining the Classroom”, National Association of Independent Schools 2011  
National Harbor, Maryland. 

• Tree Days program creator 2011-present:  This year-long program utilizes 
place-based learning practices to provide Outdoor Education to schools 
without additional costs and transportation. The Prairie School, Racine, 
Wisconsin. 



• Edible Schoolyard program creator 2015-present: This year-long program 
utilizes place-based learning practices to teach botany, nutrition, and science 
education. The Prairie School. Racine, Wisconsin. 

Curriculum Development: 

• The Prairie School Genius Hour, Responsive Classroom, Sustainability for 
Education. 

• River Bend Nature Center Education Committee. 

Integrated Technology:  

• Activ Studio, iWork, iPad, G-Suite, Skype, Twitter, Facebook, Ning, web-design. 

• ImpassionEd  is my personal website and education blog. 

Community Service: 

• River Bend Nature Center, Board Secretary Racine, Wisconsin. 2016-present  

• Empty Bowls, Racine I coordinate students at my school to prepare soups, 
make bowls, and volunteer their time for this community event. 2012-present 

• Little Free Library I coordinated the purchase, installation, and management of 
two libraries in Racine County 2011-present. 

• H.A.L.O. I coordinate students from my school to volunteer at this shelter where 
they help to cook meals and volunteer their time. 2010-2017. 

• Racine County Food Bank volunteer 2010-2012. 

• River Bend Nature Center founding Board Member, Racine Wisconsin. 2009-
present. 

• The Giving Garden community garden volunteer Racine, Wisconsin 1998-
present.  

• St. Mary’s by the Lake catechist Racine, Wisconsin 1998-2003.  

• Girl Scouts of America troop leader, Racine, Wisconsin. 1998-2002. 

• Milwaukee Achiever’s Program English as a Second Language tutor 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 1985-1986. 

• St. Hubert’s catechist Hubertus, Wisconsin 1983-1986. 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

https://www.im-passioned.com/

